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BEHAN: History

It was fitting that the debut appearance of BEHAN in February, 2000, was for a Behan family party at the Tipperary Inn in Dallas to celebrate the birthday of twin siblings, John and Helen. It was fitting because BEHAN is all about family. About a year earlier, at a Behan family gathering in the parents living room, with Clancy Brothers songbook in hand, Michael began reading and then singing the lyrics to “Little Beggarman”. Brother Barney provided the guitar accompaniment. Sparks flew and the next thing we knew, the BEHAN idea was born.

A month or so later, the family gathered again. This time it was for the express purpose of starting a musical enterprise that would celebrate their Irish Catholic family and culture. The whole family was invited -- kids and adults. Anyone willing to put in the time and effort was welcome.

At that first Tipperary gig, Barney Behan, Michael Behan and Carole Behan Morris performed five songs, at one point eliciting a standing ovation for their rousing version of “Little Beggarman”. Since then BEHAN has evolved to include brothers Barney, Michael and Joe Behan, along with Carole’s husband, Joe Morris and grade school friend, Rusty George. 

BEHAN “The Next Generation” began performing with the band in 2004. Making their stand alone North Texas Irish Festival debut the same year as BEHAN in 2005, they performed a forty-five minute set of songs. “The Next Generation” includes the singing and dancing talents of the grandkids of Jim and Dorothy Behan. 

Jim and Dorothy Behan are the proud parents of thirteen children and fifty plus grandchildren. For years they have celebrated Irish song and dance in the comfort of their loving Catholic home. Now you too can enjoy the fun as BEHAN performs regularly at various venues throughout the North Texas region. 
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